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And now they seemed farther apart than ever, and in despair
they tried once more to throw themselves into the foaming waves.
But the Fairy of the Meadows, who had really never ceased to
watch over them, did not intend that they should be drowned at
last, so she hastily waved her wand, and immediately they found
themselves standing side by side upon the golden sand. You may
imagine their joy and delight when they realised that their weary
struggle was ended, and their utter contentment as they clasped
each other by the hand. They had so much to say that they hardly
knew where to begin, but they agreed in blaming themselves
bitterly JFor the negligence which had caused all their trouble ; and
when she heard this the Fairy immediately appeared to them.
They threw themselves at her feet and implored her forgiveness,
which she granted freely, and^ promised, at the same time that now
their punishment was ended she would always befriend them. Then
she sent for her chariot of green rushes, ornamented with May dew-
drops, which she particularly valued and always collected with
great care ; and ordered her six short-tailed moles to carry them all
back to the well-known pastures, which they did in a remarkably
short time ; and Sylvain and Jocosa were overjoyed to see their
dearly-loved home once more after all their toilful wanderings*
The Fairy, who had set her mind upon securing their happiness,
had in their absence quite made up the quarrel between their
parents, and gained their consent to the marriage of the faithful
lovers ; and now she conducted them to the most charming little^
•cottage that can be imagined, close to the fountain, which had once
more resumed its peaceful aspect, and flowed gently down into the
little brook which enclosed the garden and orchard and pasture
which belonged to the cottage* Indeed, nothing more could have
been thought of, either for Sylvain and Jocosa or for their flocks;
and their delight satisfied even the Fairy who had planned it all to
please them. When they had explored and admired until they were
tired they sat down to rest under the rose-covered porch, and the
Fairy said that to pass the time until the wedding guests whom she
had invited could arrive she would tell them a story* This is it :
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Once upon a time a Fairy, who had somehow or other got
mischief, was condemned by the High Court of Fairyland to
live for several years under the form of some creature, aid ai th£

